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ROLLED-MILLED  LITHUANIAN  COINS 


By  Eugenijus  Ivanauskas 
[Published  in  the  XII  Internationaler 
Numismatischer  Kongress  Berlin  1997, 
Proceedings  II,  Berlin,  2000,  pp.  1159-1160.1 

The  rolling  mill  was  first  used  at  the  mint  of  Vilnius  in 
1568.  In  that  year  a part  of  fourgroats  was  milled.  They 
are  more  elaborate  than  those  made  in  the  usual  way.  The 
obverse  and  reverse  axes  coincide.  Letters  on  the  dies  have 
been  obviously  made  by  combining  several  punches.  The 
rolling  mill  was  doubtless  introduced  with  a view  to 
increasing  productivity.  The  mint  received  a lot  of  private 
orders.  Due  to  unknown  reasons,  however,  the  new  pro- 
duction method  was  not  established. 


Fig.  1.  Shilling  of  1582.  Die  sinker  Pietro  Platina. 

Lithuanian  shillings  of  1582-1583  of  Stephen  Bathory 
(fig.  1),  stored  at  a private  collections  and  in  museums, 
had  been  doubtless  manufactured  on  rolling  mills.  The 
plate  of  the  coin  is  bowed,  the  obverse  and  reverse  axes 
coincide,  the  letters  as  well  as  other  elements  of  the  com- 
position are  sharp  and  pointed.  A comparison  of  this  coin 
with  a hammered  one  makes  these  marks  particularly 
apparent. 


Fig.  2.  Threegroats  of  1 590.  Die  sinker  Pietro  Platina. 

A third  attempt  to  mill  coins  was  made  in  1590-1591. 
This  method  was  used  to  manufacture  all  shillings  of 
1590-1591  and  some  of  treegroats  of  1590-1591  (fig.  2). 
It  is  rather  interesting  to  note  that  the  said  events  at  Vil- 
nius mint  are  curiously  intertwined  with  facts  of  the 
activities  of  mint  master  Sebastian  Schoras.1 

Continued  on  page  4... 


LITHClfiNIfiN  GOLD  SHINES  fiT  TRITON  IV 
RUCTION  ON  DECEMBER  6 

By  Frank  Passic 

It  was  a Lithuanian  collector’s  drooling  dream.  It  was 
the  chance  to  own  some  spectacular  extremely  rare 
Lithuanian  medieval  gold  coins  minted  by  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Lithuania.  It  was  also  a chance  to  own  some  dazzling 
medieval  Lithuanian  silver  coins.  Several  members  of  the 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association  participated  in  the 
auction,  and  some  were  successful  in  their 
chance-of-a-lifetime  to  obtain  genuine  Lithuanian  gold  and 
other  medieval  coins. 

Necessity  Talar 


2133.  Lithuania  1564. 1/2  Kopeck  (30  Groszy  Talar).  Tykocin  Mint. 

Crowned  SA  (Sigismund  August)  monogram,  XXX  below  / Crowned  5- 
part  arms.  Gum.  629  (RR);  Kop.  3319  (R7);  HCz.  528  (R5);  Dav.  8419, 

I/D.  686  101  RRRR;  Kal.  137  Bold  VF,  small  flan  depression  (flaw)  2 :00 
near  rim  obverse.  (S7500) 

A very  rare  Necessity  Talar  struck  during  the  war  with  Livonia. 

E.v  Virgil  iVI.  Brand  Collection,  part  4 < Sotheby's , 3 November  1983),  lot  329. 

THIS  LOT  #2133  realized  $17,000  ! 

The  Triton  IV  auction  held  on  December  6,  2000  in 
New  York,  was  presented  by  Karl  Stephens,  long  time 
advertiser  here  in  The  Knight  who  catalogued  the  collection. 
The  auction  featured  the  extraordinary  collection  of  Polish 
collector  Henry  V.  Karolkiewicz.  The  auction  catalog,  sure  to 
become  a classic  in  the  library  of  any  Lithuanian 

Continued  next  page.... 


TRITON  IV  AUCTION 

(Continued  from  page  1...) 

numismatist,  was  prepared  by  Classical  Numismatic 
Group,  Inc.  The  catalog  not  only  featured  numerous 
black-and-white  photographs  of  choice  coins,  but  also 
had  several  pages  of  dazzling  color  photographs  of 
gold  coins,  including  some  Lithuanian. 

Presented  here  are  the  highlights  and  “prices 
realized”  for  the  Lithuanian  portions  of  the  auction.  In 
addition  to  the  auction  prices,  there  was  a “buyers 
fee”  of  15%  ADDED  to  the  winning  bid  listed.  For 
information  about  receiving  Karl  Stephens’  price  lists 
& cost  of  the  Triton  IV  catalog,  please  contact  him  at: 
Karl  Stephens,  P.O.  Box  3038,  Fallbrook,  CA  92088. 
Tel:  (760)  731-6138.  Fax:  (760)  731-9132. 


128  Lithuania.  15b5  AR  Trojak  (3  Crosze)  Tykocin  Mint  Rider 


left  / "QVI  HABITAT  IN  COE  LIS  1RRI  DEBIT  EOS 


over  monogram 


and  date.  Gum.  b23;  Kop.  3308  (R5);  HCz.  538  (R1);I/D  846  95  RR;  Kal 
135.  Nice  VF,  small  area  of  strike  weakness  near  edge.  ($400) 

Rare  and  very  popular  type!  The  Latin  legend  on  this  coin  is  a derisive  one 
aimed  at  the  Poles  by  the  Lithuanians.  "He,  who  lives  in  heaven,  null  laugh  at 
them." 

Ex  Giessener  Miinzhandlung  Auktion  49  (3  April  1990),  lot  3174. 


Grand  Duke  Vytautas,  of  Lithuania 
1392-1430 


2086.  Pair  of  Medieval  coins.  ND(1401-13).  AR  Grosz  (Groat). 

Vilna  Mint  Long  spearhead  and  cross  / "PECAT"  (seal)  in  Cyrillic 
script  (blundered  variety).  Rare!  Gum.  436,  I/D.  17  17  RKRR;  Karys  1 
(listed  under  Algirdas),  Kal.  87  F-VF,  3 tiny  flan  tears  / / ND(1413-30). 

AR  Denar  Vilna  Mint.  Columns,  arms  / Spearhead,  cross  at  left.  Gum. 

433;  1/D  18  18;  Karys  7c  About  VF.  Two  (2)  pieces  in  lot.  ($600) 

LOT  #2086,  pair  of  Vytautas  pechat  & denar. 
$1,050  (pictured  above). 

#2098,  Six  1/2  groshes  of  Sigismund  I $340. 
#2099,  1535,  1536  1 grosh  $425. 

#2114,  1546  Obol  (1/2  denar)  $2,200  (below). 


#2116,  Eight  assort,  denar  & 1/2  gr.  $220. 
#2117,  Assortment  of  1/2  grosh  coins  $240. 
#2118,  Three  Tykocin  Mint  1/2  grosh,  $850. 
#2119,  Two  1546  1 groshes  Polish  std.  $250. 
#2120,  Two  1547  1 groshes  Polish  std.  $220. 
#2121,  Four  Tykocin  Mint  1 groshes,  Polish 
std.  $375. 

#2122,  1 grosh,  1546,  early  bust.  $360. 

#2123,  1 grosh,  1555,  mature  bust.  $550. 
#2124,  2 grosz,  1565.  $500. 

#2125,  3 grosh  1546.  $650. 

#2126,  3 grosh,  156Z.  $675. 

#2127,  1563  3 gr,  1566  4 gr.  $325. 

Satirical  3 grosh,  1565: 

#2128  and  2129,  $350  each. 

#2130  with  error  “ 1465”  date  $600. 

#2131.  Five  piece  3 & 4 gr.  assort.  $350. 

#2132.  6-grosh  1547.  $2,600. 

#2133.  30  grosh,  1564.  $17,000  ! 

#2134.  Majnert  fantasy  1547  taler.  $450. 

#2135.  Gold  ducat  1560.  $9,000. 

#2136.  1564  30  grosz  counterstamp  on  Naples 

Exceedingly  rare  and  important  for  both  the  Polish  and  Lithuanian  specialist  $2,600. 

#2137.  1564  30  grosz  ctstp.  on  Naples  $2,400. 
#2138.  1564  30  grosz  ctstp.  on  Naples  $1,800. 
#2139.  1564  60  grosz  counterstamp  on 
Naples.  $5,500. 

#2157.  Five  piece  minor  Batory  lot.  $475. 
#2158.  6-grosz,  1581.  $1,400. 

#2159.  6-grosz,  1585.  $1,500. 

#2160.  1586  gold  ducat.  $9,500. 

#2223.  Five  piece  minor  lot  (Vasa)  $200. 

#2224.  Another  “ $260. 

#2225.  3 grosh,  1596.  $280.  Continued  on 
#2226.  3 grosh,  1601.  $600. 

#2227.  3 grosh,  160Z.  $375. 

#2228.  1590  unique  gold  ducat.  $28,000  ! 


2114. 


Lithuania  1546.  Obol  (1/2  Denar).  Vilna  Mint.  Crowned 
monogram  / Columns  in  shield.  Gum.  588  (R),  Kop  3198  (R8);  HCz.  453 
(R4);  I/D.  424  55  RRRR.  VF.  ($900) 


Extremely  Rare  Presentation  Gold 

#2115,  1565  GOLD  struck  2 denars  $6,250. 


__  AV 

Lithuania.  1565.  Presentation  2 Denary  struck  in  gold  of  1/2 
hicat  weight  Vilna  Mint.  Crowned  monogram  and  dale  / Rider  left,  II 
below  Cum.  595  (RR);  Kop  3226  (R8);  HCz.  5684  (R8)  BU.  A piece  of 
remarkable  beauty  and  extreme  rarity  ($4000) 


Ex  Ch 


iener  Munzhandlung  Auktion  49  (3  April  1990),  lot  3173. 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion  Michigan 

BANK  OF  LITHUANIA  FIRST  DECADE  Book 


3. 


Occasionally  in  this  column  we  like  to 
feature  a book  review.  It  is  always  advisable  to 
have  an  adequate  numismatic  library  to 
supplement  your  collection.  In  fact,  it  is 
extremely  important  to  gather  as  much 
information  as  possible  about  your  coins, 
banknotes,  and  medals. 

One  major  source  of  information  about 
Lithuania’s  pre-War  money  is  the  book 
“Lietuvos  Bankas,  First  Decade  1922-1932” 
published  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  and  printed 
at  the  Spindulys  printers  in  Kaunas.  This 
74-page  book  is  a classic  standard  reference  for 
Lithuanian  collectors.  It  was  printed  in  both  > 
Lithuanian  and  English. 

The  book  was  published  on  the  10th 
anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  bank. 
Much  of  the  text  has  to  do  with  the  banking 
aspect,  giving  various  statistics  such  as  assets, 
bank  deposits,  bank  branches,  balance  sheets, 
receipts,  expenses,  bank  statutes,  etc. 

Of  interest  to  collectors  however  is  the 
important  historical  numismatic  information 
behind  the  issuance  of  the  coins  and  banknotes. 
The  book  is  filled  with  photographs  of  bank 
chairmen  and  directors  whose  signatures  appear 

on  Lithuanian  banknotes.  It  also  contains 

numerous  photos  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
building  in  Kaunas  itself,  and  a listing  of 
officials. 

The  beginning  chapter  entitled 

“Establishment  of  Lietuvos  Bankas,  Ten  Years 
Ago”  gives  an  excellent  historical  chronology 
of  Lithuania’s  monetary  history  in  its  early 
years  of  20th  century  independence. 

The  first  chapter  contains  several 

illustrations  of  1922-dated  banknotes  of  both 
types  that  had  been  withdrawn  from  circulation. 
No  then-circulating  notes  that  were  printed  in 
England  are  illustrated  in  the  book.  Also 

included  is  a 1916  1 Ost-rubel  note,  and  a 1918 
1 Ost-mark  note,  used  in  Lithuania  through 
1922.  The  1922  “temporary”  notes  shown  are 
the  1 centas  and  the  1 litas.  Both  are  perforated 
PAVYZDYS  readable  from  the  back.  Of  the 
1922  “permanent”  series,  illustrated  is  a 1 litas. 


FIRST  DECADE 
1922  — 1932 

ABOVE:  Cover  Page 

a Series  “J”  5 litai;  a 50  lift},  and  the  100  lift}  notes,  all 
perforated  PAVYZDYS  readable  from  the  face  side  on 
circulation-intended  regular  serial  numbered  notes. 

This  book  was  referenced  frequently  by  former  Mint 
Director  Jonas  K.  Karys  in  his  writings.  It  is  very  helpful  for 
obtaining  names  and  dates.  It  is  also  helpful  when  needing 
photographs  to  supplement  an  exhibit  of  Lithuanian  coins  and 
banknotes. 

The  printing  was  done  on  a good  quality  glossy  paper 
with  engravings  used  for  the  photographs.  The  photos  are  of 
excellent  quality. 

The  book  is  hard-to-find  on  the  historic  numismatic 
book  market.  This  writer  has  a Xerox  copy  he  made  from  an 
original  that  is  sitting  in  the  library  of  a major  educational 
institution.  Few  English-language  copies  exist  today,  as  only 
libraries  and  selected  officials  or  dignitaries  would  have 
received  them  here  in  America  when  they  were  printed.  This 
author  has  also  seen  the  original  Lithuanian-language  edition 
which  is  probably  more  plentiful. 

Illustrated  here  is  the  cover  page  of  the  book.  No 
author’s  name  is  given,  but  it  is  suspected  that  the  governor  of 
the  Bank,  Vladas  Stasinskas  or  former  governor  Vladas 
Jurgutis  and  helpers  together  put  the  book  together. 


FOR  SALE  AD: 

LAST  COPY  of  out-of-print  classic  book 
“Nepriklausomos  Lietuvos  Pinigai”  (Independent  Lithuanian 
Money)  by  Jonas  K.  Karys  (1953).  $35.  Balzekas  Museum  of 
Lithuanian  Culture  gift  shop,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago, 
IL  60629.  (773)  582-6500.  E-mail: 

giftshop@lithuanian-museum.org. 


•*•  ROLLED  LITHUANIAN  COINS 


Continued  from  page  l.... 


Sebastian  Schoras,  who  had  come  from  an  unknown  pla- 
ce. started  to  work  at  the  mint  of  Szczecin  in  1582.  Rol- 
ling mill  is  known  to  have  been  used  at  Vilnius  mint  exact- 
ly that  year.  In  158"’  he  left  for  Sweden.  He  founded  a 
workshop  in  Stockholm  and  started  manufacturing  three 
rolling  mills.  While  working  at  the  mills,  Sebastian 
Schoras  was  poverty-stricken  and  most  probably  not  paid, 
as  he  left  for  Thorn  (Royal  Prussia)  after  March  1 1,  1590 
together  with  his  mills.  In  his  letter  to  king  Sigismund  III 
Vasa,  written  in  Thorn  the  same  year,  he  suggested  the 
rolling  mills  for  sale. 

In  1 593  Sebastian  Schoras  was  mint  master  at  the  mint  of 
Saalfeld.  In  1594-1606  he  worked  at  the  Rostock  mint, 
since  1606  in  Stralsund.  During  his  stay  in  Poland  in 
1590-1593,  Sebastian  Schoras  suggested  the  king  to 
purchase  his  rolling  mills.  As  mentioned  above,  in  1 590- 
1591,  after  a break  since  1582-1583,  rolling  mills  were 
again  used  at  the  Vilnius  mint.  In  case  the  rolling  mill 
acquired  in  1582  was  not  sold  to  another  mint,  it  must 
have  been  used  to  produce  shillings  in  1590-1591.  An- 
other rolling  mill  had  to  be  bought  to  produce  threegroats. 
On  the  other  hand,  both  rolling  mills  could  have  been 
bought  in  1 590,  as  it  would  have  been  senseless  to  keep 
the  rolling  mill,  bought  in  1582,  idle  for  a decade.  It  is 
rather  difficult  to  talk  about  Sebastian  Schoras  visit  to  Vil- 
nius and  even  about  his  work  at  the  Vilnius  mint  in  1 582- 
1583  or  1590-1591.  This  possibility  should  not  be  com- 
pletely rejected,  however,  as  very  little  known  about  the 
life  and  activities  of  Sebastian  Schoras  at  these  periods. 

It  is  worthwhile  reminding,  that  in  1590-1593  the  mints 
of  Poznan,  Olkusz,  Marienburg  and  Danzig  operated  in 
Poland.  Riga  mint  functioned  in  the  Polish-Lithuanian 
condominium-Livonia.  A closed  Mintauja  mint  stood  in 
Curonia-Semigalia.  The  Konigsberg  mint  worked  in 
Prussia,  subordinate  to  Poland.  Coins  were  milled  in 
Danzig  since  1573,  in  Riga  since  1575,  in  Konigsberg 
since  1571,  in  Mintauja  since  1578,  and  in  Marienburg 
since  1 584.  In  proper  Poland  milling  of  coins  started 
in  the  Krakow  mint  probably  in  1598.  Lithuania,  thus, 
tried  not  to  fall  behind  the  technological  level  of  coin 
production  in  the  neighbouring  lands. 

The  evidence  presented  above  shows,  that  at  the  initial 
stage  rolling  mills  were  used  at  Vilnius  mint  only  episodi- 
cally. The  reasons  which  predetermined  failures  in  the  use 
of  rolling  mills  can  be  seen  from  the  1605  interrogation 
of  personnel  at  the  mint  of  Krakow.2 
T He  Assayer  of  Krakow  mint,  Georg  Preunner,  was  asked 
why  their  mint  had  stopped  milling  coins  and  started 
hammering  them  again.  He  replied  that  the  rolling  mills 
became  old  and  too  sharp.  In  his  opinion,  coins  have  a 
better  appearance  when  they  are  very  thin.  When  asked 
why  coins  were  not  for  the  same  weight,  and  groats  un- 
sightly,  he  put  the  blame  on  disobedient  locksmiths  and 
uncontrollable  rolling  mills. 


The  above  said  leads  to  an  assumption  that  shortage  of 
experienced  locksmiths  and  millers  in  coin  production 
was  the  main  reason  forcing  to  give  up  the  use  of  ma- 
chines, which  required  qualified  supervision  and  mainten- 
ance. This  must  have  been  the  decisive  reason  in  the  case 
of  Vilnius  mint.  The  situation  changed  only  when  masters 
and  locksmiths  who  were  better  acquainted  with  the  new 
method  of  production,  namely  Johan  Cymens,  Johan 
Stippelt  and  Johan  Trilner,  came  to  work  at  the  Vilnius 
mint. 

Milling  of  coins  was  renewed  only  in  1607.  Hammered 
and  milled  twopence  and  groats  of  that  time  are  known 
(fig.  3).  Coins  were  hammered  and  milled  until  1610. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  said  year  hammering  of  coins 
was  withheld.  Coins  had  been  only  milled  until  the  year 
1627. 


Fig.  3.  Twopence  of  1607.  Die  sinker  Johan  Trilner. 

A twopence  of  1613  from  the  Seredzius  hoard,  with  an 
imprint  of  a fragment  from  the  inscription  of  a 16 14  shil- 
ling, gives  more  information.  It  is  quite  clear  now,  that 
one  roll  could  have  dies  of  both  twopence  and  shillings.3 
The  use  of  rolling  mills  during  the  period  under  conside- 
ration is  elucidated  by  the  following  circumstances.  In 
1618  a maid  working  for  the  tanner  of  the  mint  Gotfried, 
reported  to  head  of  the  mint  Moze  Lazaravieius  that  her 
master  had  brought  home  a large  quantity  of  stretched  sil- 
ver meant  for  production  of  shillings  and  dug  it  in  the  cel- 
lar.4 Bailiffs  found  one  silver  strip  in  the  cellar  and  took 
nine  more  from  a girl  known  to  Gotfrieds  wife. 


Fig.  4.  Sixgroats  of  1652.  Die  sinker  Johan  Trilner. 

Coins  also  milled  in  1652-1653  (fig.  4).  M.  Vorbeck-Letov, 
mint  manager  and  secretary  of  King  loan  Casimir,  wrote 
in  his  memoirs  that  a few  mint  servants  died  during  the 
plague  of  1653. 5 The  mint  was  closed  down.  Housemas- 
ter of  the  mint  Gisbert  von  Pitten  left  locksmith  Vilhelm 
Wirte  in  the  building  of  the  mint  to  look  after  the  pro- 
perty, whereas  Jacob  Hildt,  miller  who  worked  on  the  rol- 
ling mill,  was  stationed  at  a mill  near  the  castle  where 
plates  were  made.  He  is  the  only  one  miller  of  Vilnius 
mint  that  we  know. 

Continued  on  page  10.... 


NEW  VYTAUTAS 
COINS  ISSUED 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  issued  two  coins  (50  and  100  litij)  to 
commemorate  Grand  Duke  Vytautas  the  Great  on  November  30,  as 
part  of  the  “Rulers  of  Lithuania”  series  of  commemorative  coins. 
The  designs  are  copied  from  a 1975  medal  by  sculptor  Vytautas 
Kasuba  who  passed  away  a few  years  ago.  The  overall  coins  were 
designed  by  Antanas  Zukauskas. 

The  50  litij  is  .925  silver  proof.  Diameter:  34  mm.  Weight: 
23.30  gr.  Mintage:  2,500  pieces.  The  obverse  features  the  legend 
“LIETUVA  2000  50  LITIJ.”  In  the  center  is  a large  Columns  of 
Gediminas  emblem,  and  the  coats  of  arms  of  the  lands  of  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania. 


ABOVE:  Gold  100  Litij.  Right  ABOVE:  50  Liti|. 

The  reverse  depicts  Vytautas  facing  left  clothed  in  regalia. 
The  name  of  the  medalist  “V.  KASUBA”  appears  at  the  7 o’clock 
position.  The  inscription  reads,  “VYTAUTAS  .D.L.K.  1392.1430.” 
which  translates  “Vytautas  the  Great,  Grand  Duke  1392-1430.” 

The  edge  of  both  coins  are  inscribed,  “IS  PRAErTIES 
TAVO  SONUS  TE  STIPRYBE;  SEMIA,”  which  translates,  “May 
Your  Sons  Draw  Strength  from  the  Past.” 

The  100  litu  proof  gold  coin  has  a mintage  of  2000  pieces. 
It  is  made  of  .999  gold  and  weighs  7.78  grams.  It  is  22.30  mm.  in 
diameter.  The  obverse  features  the  Vytis  emblem  in  the  center, 
with  the  legend  reading  “2000  LIETUVA  100  LITIJ.”  The  reverse 
features  the  obverse  design  of  the  1975  Kasuba  medal,  featuring 
Vytautas  facing  right.  The  legend  reads,  “VYTAUTAS  DIDYSIS 
1392-1430  LIETUVA,”  and  in  Latin,  “M.  DUX.  LITUANIAE.” 

The  50  litij  coin  was  originally  issued  for  80  litij  (U.S.  $20) 
while  the  100  litij  sold  for  500  litij  (U.S.  $125)  at  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  iteself,  but  because  of  their  popularity  there  have  been 
mark-ups  to  “middle  men”  firms  which  have  offered  the  coins  on 
the  world  numismatic  market. 

At  Right:  1975  Vytautas  medal  by  Vytautas  Kasuba 


6. 


LITHUANIAN 


NUMISMATIC 

DICTIONARY 


By 

Jonas  K.  Karys  53 


Continued  from  last  issue.... 


English  translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


SUVENYRAS/Souvenir.  A remembrance  gift,  and  article  tied  into  a memorial.  A coin,  struck  with  legal  dies,  but 
from  another  metal  (e.g.,  at  the  Kaunas  Mint  in  1938,  a gold  anniversary  10  liti}  piece  was  designated  as  a souvenir  to  the 
then  President  of  the  Republic),  a token  recalling  some  incident  or  advertising  something,  at  times  having  some  value  in 
exchange. 

SUVERENAS/Sovereign  (In  England,  the  pound  sovereign).  An  English  gold  coin  valued  at  one  pound  (20 
schillings).  This  coin  was  introduced  by  Henry  VII  in  1489.  At  first,  it  was  struck  in  almost  pure  gold  (just  0.5  gr.  alloy)  and 
weight  15.55  gr.  And  it  was  named  a sovereign  because  of  the  portrait  of  the  king  struck  upon  it.  This  beautiful  coin, 
declining  in  value  by  degrees,  continued  to  circulate  in  England  until  the  end  of  Cromwell’s  era  (17th  century),  when  it 
weighed  barely  2/3  of  the  original  piece.  From  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century,  the  sovereign  was  imitated  in  its  coins  of 
gold  by  Denmark,  Spain  (in  the  Netherlands),  and  Austria.  The  new  English  sovereign,  weighing  about  7.988  gr.,  including 
7.322.  concent  of  pure  gold,  appeared  in  1817.  After  about  100  years  of  free  circulation  domestically  and  abroad,  this 
sovereign  was  supplanted  by  the  paper  pound  during  the  era  of  the  1st  World  War,  and  from  1918,  constrained  by  the 
pressures  of  the  local  economy,  was  no  longer  struck. 

SVARAS/Pound.  (German  pfund,  Slavic  funt,  French  livre,  Latin  libra).  A monetary  unit  of  many  countries,  which 
basically  was  a weighing  unit  for  coinage  metal  and  coins,  used  from  ancient  times  until  the  spread  of  the  metric  system 
(though  still  used  today  by  the  Anglo-Saxons).  It  was  not  universally  equal.  For  instance,  the  ancient  Roman  pound  weighed 
about  327.5  gr.  The  Carlovingian  pound,  popularized  in  the  German,  French  and  Italian  states,  weighed  differently  in  every 
state,  and  its  accurate  weight  is  unknown.  It  is  speculated  that  the  least  it  weighed  at  the  start  was  367.13  gr.,  and  later  in  the 
middle  ages  it  climbed  to  409.32  gr.  Under  the  influence  of  this  pound,  the  Russian  variety  (funt)  was  set  at  about  409.5  gr. 
The  French  pound  (livre)  soon  after  the  Carlovingians  (the  era  of  H.  Capet),  consisted  of  240  denars,  weighing  from  1.3  to 
1.2  gr.,  that  is,  about  300  gr.  Other  “pounds”  were  also  in  use  there  (e.g.  poids  de  table  408  gr.;  another  435.2  gr,  in  Paris, 
489.506  gr).  However,  the  generally  accepted  Troy  pound  of  367.13  gr.  (the  Carlovingian)  in  the  14th  century  passed  to  the 
Netherlands,  and  in  1415,  to  England.  After  this  English  pound  in  the  16th  century  was  again  adjusted  and  legalized,  from 
1526  its  weight  has  remained  constant  until  today,  373.242  gr.  There,  it  is  considered  the  weight  unit  for  coins,  precious 
metals  and  other  valuables.  In  1855,  another  system,  the  avoirdupois  pound  was  legalized  for  weighing  other  items,  at  453.6 
gr.  But  the  Germans,  after  the  Carlovingians  became  accustomed  to  use  the  Koeln  mark  (233.856  gr),  considering  it  in 
practice,  a half  pound.  So  their  pound  weighed  about  467.7  gr.  By  the  monetary  treaty  of  the  Germans  with  the  Austrians  of 
1857,  that  pound  was  increased  and  changed  to  the  so-called  Zollpfund,  weighing  500  gr.  In  the  10th  century,  Poland  had 
adopted  the  smallest  known  Carlovingian  pound  (abou  367.13  gr).  In  the  11th  century,  it  passed  over  to  the  mark,  consisting 
of  1/2  of  the  aforesaid  pound  (about  183.5  gr).  That  mark  in  the  14th  century  edged  up  to  197.68  gr.,  and  in  1650,  up  to  201.8 
gr.  (Also  known  as  the  Cracow  grzywna).  From  the  reign  of  August  III  in  the  Polish  coin  production,  the  Koeln  mark  was 
accepted,  which  in  1834  was  changed  to  the  Russian  pound.  Ancient  Lithuanians  had  their  own  pound  weights.  Their  basic 
“stone”  weighed  about  15  kilos.  Its  l/40th  part,  a “wax,”  weighing  about  375  gr.,  was  the  oldest  known  Lithuanian  “pound.” 
In  the  era  of  the  foundered  silver  kapos,  that  pound  grew  somewhat.  The  large  kapa  which  represented  a half  pound,  weighed 
about  200  gr.  With  the  occupation  by  Russia  of  Lithuania  in  the  beginning  of  the  19th  century,  this  Russian  pound  gained 
ascendency  here.  After  the  First  World  War,  revived  Lithuania  as  of  Janauary  1,  1922  adopted  the  metric  measures  and 
weights  system,  so  that  thereafter,  no  pound  weight  was  officially  recognized. 

SVARAS  STERLINGIJ/Pound  Sterling.  1.  The  monetary  unit  in  Great  Britain,  Australia  (equal  to  20  shillings),  Israel 
(equal  to  1000  prutah,  the  newest,  equal  to  100  agurot),  in  Lebanon,  Syria,  Turkey,  Egypt  (equal  to  100  piastres).  2.  The  old 
monetary  unit  of  Scotland,  at  the  start  equal  to  the  English  pound,  but  by  degrees  lessening  until  in  1803  (Scotland  joining 
England),  it  was  valued  at  less  than  20  English  pence.  3.  The  English  and  Australian  gold  coin  sovereign,  and  the  Turkish  and 
other  pound  sterling  standard  coins  were  of  the  same  monetary  unit,  in  real  and  nominal  value.  The  silver  pound  sterling  coin 
in  England  was  struck  only  by  Charles  I,  from  1642-43.  It  stood  at  parity  to  4 European  talers  and  weighed  120  gr.,  its  silver 
purity  was  0.925. 


SVARO  NOTOS/Pound  Notes.  English  Treasury  notes  originally  emitted  in  1914.  By  degrees,  it  replaced  in 
circulation  the  gold  coins  of  oune  pound,  which  because  of  local  monetary  requirements  were  not  struck  after  1918. 


SVIDNICOS  PUSGRASIAI/  Svidnicos  Half-Groshes.  Billon  coins  in  the  nominal  value  of  a half  grosh,  emitted  by  7. 
Louis  II,  son  of  Jogaila,  King  of  Hungary  and  Czechia,  struck  at  Svidnicos  in  1517-1528,  and  very  similar  to  the  half  groshes 
of  Poland.  Coins  in  Poland  corresponding  to  them  were  about  20%  below  Lithuanian  half  groshes,  but  the  Svidnicos  half 
groshes  did  not  seek  even  that  real  value.  Plentifully  circulating  in  Poland  and  Prussia,  they  aroused  dissatisfaction  in  the 
public.  To  choke  off  their  circulation  there,  millions  of  them  were  dumped  into  Lithuania.  Here  they  were  treated  equally 
with  Polish  half  groshes,  and  it  was  not  realized  until  several  yars  later  that  each  recipient  of  this  coin  suffered  a half  denar 
loss.  Since  it  was  too  late  to  prohibit  the  use  of  Svidnicos  half  groshes  in  the  Grand  Duchy  the  Grand  Duke  Sigismund  August, 
then  residing  in  Vilnius  (who  established  the  Coin  Mint  there  in  1545  “for  the  convenience  of  Lithuania”  during  the  reign  of 
his  father,  Sigismund  the  Elder  in  Poland)  began  to  sort  out  these  coins  from  circulation,  exchanging  them  for  Lithuanian 
coins.  For  that  purpose,  special  offices  were  opened  in  Vilnius,  Kaunas  Siauliai,  Gardinas,  Brasta,  Vladimira,  Lucke, 
Mogileve,  Pinsk  and  other  cities,  through  which  in  the  course  of  years,  about  ten  million  of  these  Svidnicos  half  groshes  were 
gathered  in  to  the  ruler’s  treasury.  At  the  beginning  of  the  exchange,  3 1/2  denars  were  paid  for  the  named  half  groshes  to  the 
deliverer.  Later,  when  the  enormous  amount  of  these  half  groshes  became  evident,  3 denars  sufficed.  A part  of  these  half 
groshes  retrieved  from  circulation  (about  3 1/2  million)  were  turned  in  to  the  Vilnius  Mint  and  there  restruck  into  other  coins. 

The  larger  part  (about  6 million)  was  taken  over  by  bankers  and  brokers.  How  they  utilized  them  is  unknown. 


SEKELIS/Shekel.  (Sekel,  to  weigh).  1.  A unit  of  weight  with  the  ancient  Babylonians,  Phonicians,  and  Hebrew.  60 
shekels  make  a mina,  which  with  the  Persians  weighed  about  504  gr.  At  the  turn  of  the  6th-5th  centuries  B.C.,  a gold  coin  was 
emitted  in  the  weight  of  the  shekel  (Dareika)  and  weighed  8.4  gr.  A settled  Jewish  silver  shekel  weighed  about  14.55  gr.  The 
gold  coin,  about  16.44  gr.  In  the  times  of  the  Maccabees  (2nd  century  B.C.),  the  value  of  the  silver  shekel  coin  reached  4 
drachmas.  According  to  J.  Flavius,  four  Roman  denars  were  paid  for  one  such  Jewish  coin.  2.  Silver  and  bronze  coins  struck 
during  the  era  of  the  Jewish  revolts  (66-70  and  132-135  A.D.). 


1,  pirmasis  LDK-tystes  sestokas  (1547);  2,  sestokas  didysis;  3,  Jono  Kazi- 
miero  sestokas  su  legenda,  jog  “15”  ju  sudare  taleri  (tada  verta  90  graSiu 
bei  grosu);  4,  paskutinis  LDK-tystes  sestokas,  muSdintas  Gardine. 

SESTOKAS.  A Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  silver  coin  of  6 groshes  denomination  and  value.  The  first  sestokas  was 
emitted  by  the  Vilnius  Coin  Mint  in  1547.  It  weighed  about  5.350  gr.  Its  silver  content,  0.870.  It  was  followed  by  the  great 
sestokas,  struck  there  also  in  1562,  and  weighing  about  15  gr.,  though  its  purity  was  only  0.345.  After  the  Union  of  Lublin, 
this  coin  was  struck  by  Stephan  Bathory,  John  Casimir  and  August  II  (Saxon)  during  their  reigns.  From  the  original  standpoint 
both  of  the  weigh  and  the  composition  of  the  metal,  these  coins  (as  did  all  others)  depreciated  in  time.  Stephen  Bathory’s 
sestokas  of  1585  weighed  just  about  4.5  gr.,  though  its  purity  was  high.  But  John  Casimir’s  final  sestokas  dropped  to  3 gr.,  and 
in  their  composition,  there  was  not  found  more  than  1.5  gr.  of  silver.  A number  of  these  coins  (especially  in  the  time  of 
Sigismund  August)  are  counterfeit  and  so  well  done  that  only  an  experienced  numismatist-student  can  distinguish  them  from 
the  genuine.  An  unexpected  find  of  one  specimen  dated  1679,  of  a reputed  Lithuanian  sestokas,  in  the  reign  of  John  Sobieski, 
is  not  considered  a circulation  coin.  It  is  believed  to  be  just  a trial  piece,  since  it  is  struck  upon  a copper  planchet,  and  the 
sestokas  at  that  time  had  to  be  a silver  piece  (or  at  least,  of  billon).  And  further,  there  is  no  emblem  of  Poland  upon  it  which, 
to  Sobieski,  a military  leader  prior  to  being  elected  ruler  of  the  “Rzeczpospolita”  (King  of  Poland  and  Grand  Duke  of 
Lithuania)  would  have  been  unacceptable.  There  are  no  other  similar  coins  known  to  date.  The  silver  sestokas  of  August  II 
weighed  barely  2.6  gr.,  and  of  the  poorest  purity  of  any  until  that  time  (0.250),  and  was  struck  in  Gardinas  1706-07.  This 
sestokas  was  issued  in  the  name  of  August  II,  but  upon  his  own  personal  responsibility  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Duchy, 
Louis  Constantine  Paciejus,  and  that  at  a time  when  August  II  did  not  reign  in  Poland  and  Lithuania  (he  was  expelled  by  the 
Swedes  in  1704),  and  on  September  24,  1706  resigned  both  his  crowns  at  Altranstad.  Being  loyal  to  the  legal  ruler  of  both  the 
joint  countries,  Paciejus  inscribed  on  the  sestokas  that  this  coin  of  August  II  was  a coin  of  the  Polish  Kingdom  and  the  Grand 

CONTINUED  NEXT  ISSUE 


« 2000  500  LITIJ  NOTE  ISSUED 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  released  the  2000-dated  500  litij  note  into  circulation  on  Monday,  December 
IS.  The  note  has  a U.S.  face  value  of  $125.  It  was  printed  by  the  German  printing  firm  Giesecke  & 
Devrient.  The  new  notes  “replaced”  the  1991 -dated  U.S.-printed  500  litij  notes  that  were  never  released 
into  circulation,  (now  in  storage)  and  which  are  now  scheduled  to  be  destroyed  in  total.  The  following 
information  is  provided  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania: 


Front 

On  the  right  of  the  banknote  there  is  a portrait  of  Vincas  Kudirka  (1858-  1899),  a 
Lithuanian  writer,  participant  of  the  national  rebirth  movement  and  author  of  the 
Lithuanian  national  anthem.  At  the  top  is  the  inscription  LIETUVOS  BANKAS  (BANK 
OF  LITHUANIA),  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  banknote,  PENKI  SIMTAI  LITU  (FIVE 
HUNDRED  LITAS).  At  the  left  edge  of  the  banknote  runs  a vertical  inscription 
LIETUVOS  BANKO  VALDYBOS  PIRMININKAS  (CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD 
OF  THE  BANK  OF  LITHUANIA)  alongside  with  his  signature  and  the  year  of  issue 
2000.  The  front  of  the  banknote  contains  red,  violet  and  brown  colours. 

Back 

Against  the  background  of  a view  of  Lithuanian  nature,  the  back  of  the  note  contains  an 
image  of  the  Bell  of  the  Freedom  of  Lithuania  with  the  inscription:  "Thou  shall  ring 
through  the  centuries  to  the  children  of  Lithuania:  he  who  does  not  defend  freedom  is  not 
worthy  of  it".  At  the  top  on  the  note  runs  the  inscription  LIETUVOS  BANKAS  (BANK 
OF  LITHUANIA),  and  PENKI  SIMTAI  LITU  (FIVE  HUNDRED  LITAS)  at  the  right 
edge  of  the  note.  The  back  of  the  banknote  contains  red,  dark  red  and  green  brown 
colours. 

Size  of  the  note:  147x70  mm.  Designed  by  Giedrius  Jonaitis. 

Security  features  of  the  banknote 

1 . Special  paper  of  pink  colour  characterised  by  a specific  crackle,  non-fluorescent  under 
ultraviolet  light. 

2.  The  watermark  - a multi-tone  portrait  of  Vincas  Kudirka  visible  when  the  note  is  held 
up  to  the  light. 

3.  A highlight  watermark  of  the  denomination  numeral  500  visible  when  the  note  is  held 
up  to  the  light. 

4.  A security  thread  with  the  repeated  microtext  500  LTL,  fluorescent  under  ultraviolet 
light  in  rainbow  colours. 

5.  \ holographic  metallic  strip  with  vertically  and  horizontally  repeated  inscription  500 
LTL. 


6.  A band  with  the  vertical  denomination  numeral  500  printed  in  optically  variable  inks 
changing  colour  from  brown  to  green. 

7.  A latent  image  (denomination  numeral  500)  printed  in  two  columns 
visible  when  the  note  is  tilted  towards  the  light.  8.  A see-through  feature,  a 
bell,  front  to  back  in  perfect  register,  visible  when  the  note  is  held  up  to  the 
light. 

9.  The  recognition  sign  for  the  blind  - three  raised  isosceles  triangles  and 
the  impressed  letters  LTL  in  the  holographic  metallic  strip. 

10.  Raised  intaglio  printing  of  the  portrait,  inscriptions,  denomination  numerals  and  the 
drawing  on  the  back  of  the  note  provides  a tactile  surface  easily  distinguished  by  touch. 

1 1 . A latent  denomination  numeral  500  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  portrait,  above  the 
shoulder,  visible  when  the  note  is  tilted  towards  the  light. 

12.  White  lines  on  intaglio  printed  inscriptions  LIETUVOS  BANKAS,  PENKI  SIMTAI 
LITU  and  the  top  denomination  numeral  500  on  the  front. 

13.  The  background  to  the  right  of  the  holographic  metallic  strip  is  composed  of  repeated 
microtext  LIETUVOS  BANKAS  500  LTL. 

14.  A repeated  microtext  LIETUVOS  BANKAS  (BANK  OF  LITHUANIA)  printed 
below  the  portrait. 

15.  The  bottom  denomination  numerals  on  the  front  and  back,  the  ornamental  band  up  to 
the  portrait,  the  book  and  the  background  of  the  back  around  the  bell  down  to  the  bottom 
denomination  numeral  filled  with  repeated  microtext  500  LTL. 

16.  A repeated  microtext  LIETUVOS  BANKAS  around  the  symbol  of  the  state  emblem 
and  on  the  right  side  of  the  back. 

1 7.  Elements  (front  and  back),  intended  for  the  anti-colour  copier 
protection:  denomination  numerals,  the  symbol  of  the  state  emblem  and 
background  surrounding  it,  the  background  of  the  portrait,  edges  of  the 
front  and  back  with  repeated  denomination  numerals,  elements  of  design 
filled  with  repeated  microtexts,  security  line  structure,  specific  fine  line 
patterns. 

18.  Invisible  fibres  embedded  in  the  paper  fluorescent  under  ultraviolet  light  in  red,  yellow 
and  green. 

1 9.  The  vertical  serial  number  fluorescent  under  ultraviolet  light  in  dark  yellow. 

20.  A rectangle  with  the  denomination  numeral  printed  in  invisible  inks  fluorescent  under 
ultraviolet  light  in  yellow  with  a green  tint. 

21 . The  repeated  vertical  denomination  numeral  500  printed  in  invisible  inks  to  the  left  of 
the  holographic  strip  fluorescent  under  ultraviolet  light  in  yellow. 

22.  Elements  of  the  ornament  printed  in  invisible  inks  on  both  sides  of  the  holographic 

strip  fluorescent  under  ultraviolet  light  in  yellow.  


TRITON  IV  AUCTION  (Continued  from  page  2 — ) 
#2229.  Gold  1622  5 ducats.  $7,700. 

#2230.  Gold  1616  10  ducats.  $22,000. 

#2231.  Gold  1621  10  ducats.  $28,000. 

#2232.  Gold  1622  10  ducats,  $20,000. 

#2315.  Minors  lot.  $400. 

#2316.  Four  6-grosh  coins  $350. 

#2317.  6-grosh,  1664  TLB.  $575. 

#2318.  Gold  1/2  ducat,  1664.  $4,750. 

#2319.  Gold  1/2  ducat,  1665.  $2,400. 

#2382.  1706  6 grosh  Gardinas.  $575. 

#2776.  1925-36-38  14-coin  set  BU  $475. 
#2839.  Goetz1939  return  of  Memel  $170. 
#2844.  Var.  lot  includ.  1916  iron  kopeks.  $280 


Exceedingly  Rare  Lithuanian  Portugaloeser 


2230.  1616.  Gold  10  Ducats.  Vilna  Mint.  Narrow  crowned  armored 

bust  of  king  in  high  ruffled  collar  right  / Crown  divides  date,  all  above 
quartered  arms  in  ornate  frame,  surrounded  by  a chain  of  the  Order 
Next  to  the  golden  fleece  is  an  arrow  (symbol  of  Hanusz  Styel,  mint 
master)  and  above  it  is  an  X (denomination)  and  the  Bogoria  arms. 
Gum.  1360  (R);  Kop.  3566  (R8);  HCz  1360  (R);  I/D.  1105  232  RRRR  (cat- 
alogs for  $25,000).  About  EF,  10  stamped  into  field  below  chin  A light 
"x"  scratched  in  field  behind  bust  plus  a couple  short,  light  scratches 
On  rim  at  12:00  is  a small  circular  collector's  punch  (S20.000) 


WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

FOR  SALE:  The  following  Lithuanian 
numismatic  books:  NEW!  “Katalog  der  Stadtgeldschein 
von  Libau  (Liepaja)  1915”  by  Aleksandras  Kubilas 
(2001).  Sott  cover,  41  pages.  Covers  the  1915  municipal 
paper  notes  issued  for  Liepaja,  Latvia.  $18.00. 

“Klaipeda-Courish  Spit  in  Old  Postcards”  by 
Aleksandras  Kubilas.  1 copy  left.  Hardcover,  225  pages. 
$35. 

“Lietuvos  Pinigai  1915-1941”  (1995)  by  Ruta 
Kunciene.  Hard  cover,  175  pages.  Out-of-print.  $35. 

“Lithuanian  Money  1915-1941”  LNA  English 
Translation  of  Kunciene  text.  $12. 

“Radviliu  Medaliai”  (Radvilas  Medals)  by  Vincas 
Ruzas  (1993).  Soft  cover,  63  pages.  $10. 

“Lietuvos  Ordinai,  Medaliai  Ir  Zenkleliai 
1918-1940”  by  Algimantas  Astikas.  Hard  Cover,  399 
pages.  Orders  & decorations.  Numerous  photos.  $35. 

Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI 
49224.  albionfp@hotmail.com. 


WANTED:  The  following  Lithuanian  banknotes: 
Pick-6  5 litai;  Nov  16,  1922  notes:  P-14  2 litu; 
P-15,16,17  5 litai  all  3 types;  P-18  50  litig  P-19  100 
litij;  and  P-28  1938  10  litij.  Sarunas  Mingela,  46707 
Stradford  Court,  Northville,  MI  48167-1721. 


ROLLED  LITHUANIAN  COINS 

Continued  from  page  4... 

In  1664-1666  rolling  mills  were  not  used  at  any  mint  in 
Lithuania.  Masters  worked  with  coining  presses.  In  1706- 
1707  Lithuanian  threegroats  and  sixgroats  (fig.  5-6)  were 
milled  in  Moscow.6 


Fig.  5.  Threegroats  of  1706.  Die  sinker  Guen. 


Fig.  6.  Sixgroats  of  1706.  Die  sinker  Guen. 

FOOTNOTES 

1 Ekstrom,  G.:  Myntmastaren  Sebastian  ichoras  samt  myntningen  i 
Upsala  och  Stockholm  1589,  NNA,  1952.  S.  55-94.  Menzinsky,  H., 
Serrestam,  S.:  Valsverkspragling  i Sverige  under  1 500-talet,  Svens k 
Numismatisk  Tidskrifi,  No  1,  1993,  S.  11-12. 

2 Polska  Akademia  Nauk,  Biblioteka,  Oddzial  w Krakowie,  Rkps. 

2253,  T.  2.  LL.  253-253v. 

3 A twopence  from  Seredzius  hoard  is  stored  at  the  Lithuanian  Na- 
tional museum. 

4 Akty  Vilenskogo  grodskogo  suda,  Akty  izdavaemyje  Vilenskoju 
archeograficeskoju  kommissieju,  Viljna  1875,  T.  VIII.  No.  193,  S. 
504-505. 

5 Vorbek-Letow,  M.:  Skarbnica  pami^nci,  Pamiftnik  lekarza  kroU 
WlaAyslawa  IV,  Opracowali  E.  Galos  i E Mincer,  Wroclaw- Warsza- 
wa-Krakow  1968,  S.  177 

6 Ivanauskas,  E.,  Augusto  II  lietuvisky  monety  kaldinimo  vietos  klau- 
simas  (On  the  matter  of  the  place  of  August  II  Lithuanian  coins 
mintage),  Kulturos paminklai,  Vilnius  1997,  No.  4.  p.  73-77. 
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